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Volunteering as a reviewer

| was asked to review First, it helps me choose
a manuscript submitted my next research project.
to an academic journal. .
Manuscript
Request °
SN o
Journal L

Ah-ha, these are

Consent the methods that other
scientists are using now.
| am happy B /
to review manuscript It also helps me
for several reasons. write my next paper.

Second, it helps me beco- || Third, it helps me
me friendly with the editor. || let off stress.

r N
Reviewer’s | point out the problems
opinion in the manuscript
— like scolding a youngster.
N

°

o

| hope the editor will

respond more favorably
to the next paper The author doesn’t know
| submit to this journal. who | am, so | am harsh.

Another reason why I review articles is that it is an honor to do so. Only well-acknowledged
scientists are given the opportunity to serve as reviewers. Therefore, scientists usually agree to
review articles unless they have a specific reason not to do so. It is worthwhile even if the re-
viewers are not paid by the journal or appreciated by the authors of the articles.
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Popularity and money
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All-or-none 1/2

| heard the story of a | can make money
scientist appearing on TV. from lectures or books.

a ) \ o
| cannot make money

from just appearing on TV.
- J

V
g / Lecture

\ Similarly, an entertainer
promotes oneself and

earns money through

events & advertisements.

‘ N
Instead,
by promoting my image,

| thought about

examination is pass-fail.
the all-or-none law.

/i\ W Exam y, Allor

-none
A\

4 N
| must flush down all or
none. | cannot flush half.

Voting

Voting results in
either election or defeat.

When a scientist gets
famous by articles,
one can obtain

If | promote myself
through “Dr. Scifun,”
| will make money too.

grants for projects. N d
\ v ) V
. <+ [Research @ Book
Articles @ funds )
qQ D

The English version will
be translated into other
languages to earn more.

Papers are written to
earn research expenses.

It's the same with an article,
either accepted or rejected.

\_\/ v

Article

If | apply for a research
grant, it is either given
or not given at all.

;\/ v
@ |Grant

()

All-or-none

All-or-none

o In rare cases, the article is
° half accepted as a letter
to the editor (50% score).

N~ v

| would prefer
to be given even half.

(To be continued)

Unlike what the fourth frame of the comic strip implies, it is
not easy to earn money by publishing a comic book. In my
case, I submitted a book proposal for my English comic book
to major American publishing companies and it was rejected.
Therefore, I partnered with a Korean publishing company
and we published an English comic book. However, we have
not had much success selling the book. Nonetheless, I have
not given up and I keep on trying. The harder it is to succeed,
the more I am motivated.
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“All-or-none” is an important law in electrophysiology. Elec-
trophysiologists explain this concept using example like flush-
ing a toilet. This is where I got the idea for drawing this comic
strip. The all-or-none law is found in many places around us.
For an example, it is common in Korea that one person pays
the entire bill after a group of people have lunch (or dinner)
together.
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The 10% law of article

(Continuing)
- A
All-or-none law is harmful a scientist is unlucky.
to scientific research. If they fail many times,
N . . . .
/ the scientist is unskillful.
N

5
Frequent applications

reduce the impact of
the all-or-none law.

If a grant or paper fails
once or twice,

)

A small difference (just
luck) determines the fate
of a research grant

or a paper.

What is the 10% law?

10% selection
by titles

After reading valuable
papers, | look through the
papers’ references and
choose 10% of the articles
based on their titles.

Then | search for their
abstracts on the Internet.

5e)
)

10% selection
by abstracts

| choose
10% of the articles
based on their abstracts.

With a joke, people As | frequently tell jokes,
might laugh or not laugh. the all-or-none factor

\ v—/ disappears.
- J
N\

All-or-none

If no one laughs once or
twice, one is unlucky; if no
one laughs several times,
one is bad at joking.

It is okay for a joke

to succeed once every
couple of times. The same
for grants and articles.

Next, | obtain

Therefore, 0.1%

their full bodies.

O

of the articles in the
references list get used
as my references.

10% selection
by full texts

10% x 10% x
10% =0.1%

| again choose 10% of
the articles based on
their texts. | incorporate
these selected articles as
references in my paper.

Getting one’s own article
to be cited by others
is a long shot.

The comic strips I draw may be low-quality, but I draw a lot
of them, which makes them valuable. Not all comic strips can
be funny. If 1 out of 3 is funny; it is not a bad batting average.
The more I draw, the more possibilities I have for making my
readers laugh. Sometimes quantity matters.
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A scientist expects other scientists to read his or her articles.
In order for this to happen, the title is very important as the
first impression. One aspect of an attractive title is being neat
and concise. It is like the sign of a store or the brand name of a
company.
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