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ABSTRACT

Primary squamous cell carcinoma of the thyroid is rare, presenting much less than one percent
of all primary thyroid malignancies. Most cases have been reported in elderly patients with a
history of goiter. It is necessary to differentiate between primary squamous cell carcinoma and
secondary involvement from other sites. Secondary involvement of the thyroid may be more
amenable to palliation or cure. The treatment of choice in primary squamous cell carcinoma is

radical surgery in resectable cases, but the squamous cell carcinoma behaves aggressively and

carries a uniformly poor prognosis regardless of the treatment. We had an experience of a
primary squamous cell carcinoma of the thyroid in two elderly patients. These patients presented
a typical feature of a primary squamous cell carcinoma of the thyroid, which has been rarely
reported in Korea (J Kor Soc Endocrinol 13:446-452, 1998).
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Fig. 2. Mass smaller than icm is noted on the right
middle lobe in this figure.
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Fig. 3. There are many nests of carcinoma cells showing squamous differentiation, which are

moderately differentiated squamous cell carcinoma (H&E stain, X100).
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Fig. 4. Huge mass originating from left thyroid gland,
encircling trachea completely, with lymph node
metastasis is noted in neck MRIL
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Fig. 5. There are many nests of carcinoma cells showing squamous differentiation, which are

poorly differentiated squamous cell carcinoma (H&E stain, X100).
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