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Background
- Born in Chicago 1976
- Moved to Boston in 1994 to start college

College and Med School-combined seven year program
- Different from the normal pathway of four years college then four
years med school
- Only a few such program - due to the perceived immaturity of the
students in them.

Why did | come to Korea?
- As a fourth year student, Boston U. offers flexibility to make your
own schedule
- As a Korean-American, I wanted to return to the motherland
- A good opportunity to compare and contrast the US and Korean
medical systems

What did | learn in Korea?

- My first plastic surgery experience as a med student
- Similarities

Hierarchy structure

Essential aspects of medicine and surgery-sterility procedures,

patient rounding, history and physical, notes in the charts, etc.
- Differences, mostly the disposable aspects of medicine are discard in

Korea whereas there is a lot of waste and inefficiency in the US

paper gowns and drapes in ther operating room

steri strips vs. book binding glue

Most difficulties solved by clever solutions.

The essentials are the same

What can | offer you? What can | say to you?

- As a peer, I highly recommend going abroad at least once during
your medical education

- Subinternships are also important as they provide a great deal
practical experience you Il need in ther future

- As a student at the juncture of a new phase of my life, namely
residency, may I advise my colleges when choosing their careers to
follow what is right for the patient instead of pursuing monetary
or life style benefits
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